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Charlie's Kids Celebrates One Million Books 
 

Dear Friends, 

 

On February 25, Charlie's Kids Foundation joined Tennessee First Lady Crissy Haslam and Tennessee 

Health Commissioner John Dreyzehner, MD, MPH, with other state and local officials at the 

Tennessee Residence in Nashville, to celebrate the delivery of our one millionth book and the success 

of Tennessee's statewide initiative to reduce sleep-related deaths among infants. 

 

Charlie’s Kids has partnered with the Tennessee Department of Health and Tennessee hospitals since 

2014 to help new parents and hospital staff members learn the “ABCs of Safe Sleep.” Most exciting, 

Tennessee has seen a 25 percent reduction in sleep-related deaths of infants during this period - 

and 44 babies are alive today because of our combined effort! 

  

The celebration started with an opportunity to meet with the Charlie's Kids family in front of our safe 

sleep truck at Bicentennial Mall State Park at the foot of the Tennessee Capitol.  John Hutton, MD, 

author of Sleep Baby Safe and Snug, was on hand to sign books for our supporters who braved the 

drizzly, chilly conditions. 

  

It was an honor to deliver 86,000 more copies of Sleep Baby Safe and Snug for Tennessee hospitals to 

continue providing a book to each baby born in their facilities in 2016. With that shipment, our 

foundation marked delivery of one million books, a milestone reached through partnership with 

Tennessee and organizations and health departments across the country. 

 

We are so encouraged by the reduction of sleep-related deaths in Tennessee since 2012 - showing that 

hospitals teaching and modeling safe sleep is crucial and effective.  We look forward to partnering 

with more states in this way to make an even greater impact. 

 

We want to thank you for your continued and unrelenting support.  We could not have reached this 

huge milestone without you.  We look forward to one million more - and as a result more lives saved. 

 

With Gratitude, 

Sam Hanke, MD 

Charlie's Dad 

President, Charlie's Kids Foundation 
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Tennessee Health Commissioner John 

Dreyzehner, MD, MPH; Sleep Baby 

Safe and Snug Author John Hutton, MD; 

Tennessee First Lady Crissy Haslam; 

Owen Hanke; Charlie’s Kids Foundation 

Co-founder Maura Hanke; Annie 

Hanke; Charlie’s Kids Foundation 

President Sam Hanke, MD and TDH 

Assistant Commissioner of Family 

Health & Wellness Michael Warren, 

MD, MPH celebrate Tennessee’s 

reduction of sleep-related deaths at the 

Tennessee Residence Feb. 25, 2016.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Charlie's grandparents, 

aunts, uncles, brother, 

sister, cousins and the 

whole Charlie's Kids 

family helped us 

celebrate.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cribs for Kids Founder and Executive Director Judy 

Bannon joined the celebration to present certificates to the 

12 Tennessee birthing hospitals that have received the 

Cribs for Kids National Safe Sleep Certification. 


